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Robeson, DuBois, Dunjee, Mrs. Bass"“* */

Assail Move fo Outlaw Communist Parfy

The lollowing petition. signed by Paul Robeson. Interna-
tionally famed singer and actor; W. E. B, DuBols, scholar: Ros=-
coe Dunjee. editor of the Black Dispatch, Oklahoma City, Okla.
and Mrs. Charlotta A. Bass, editor-publisher of the Calllornia
EAGLE, was sent this week to President Truman and the 80th

CONETess:

A PETITION
TO THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

We, the undersigned Negro Americans, respectfully urge
veu to repudiate decisively the fascist.like proposal of Labor
Secretary Lewis B. Schwellenbach to lllegalize the Communist
party.

- We submit this petition in the interest of ihe Je:
rights of the Negrn people 2nd of ill other A -

It is claar that the Negre's histeric goal of [reedom {rom
racial discrimination ond oppression can be atiained enly
in a socisty whare the civil and peolitical liberties of minori-
ties are fully protected by government We view with uimost
concern. therefors. the proposal of ¢ member of the Pres-
ident's Cabinst to negote the fundamental democratic prem-
ises of our natien by supprssing o minerity political party
with whoss progrom mimlntinwhﬂm

| The rise of tascism In Germany tedches us all too well the
fearful ends 1o which. Secretary Schwellenbach’s proposal would
lead. Hitler first outlawed the  Communist party.  Then. under
the Talse puise of “fighting communism.™ he destroyed the trade
unidm movement ahd-all other democratic associations of the
German people. There followed the brutal and systematic per-
secution and annihilation of the whole Jewish peaple. and then
a terrible war to secure Nazi imperialist interests at the expense
ol other nationas, :
Our government must not play into the hands of those
fascist-imperialist forces within our borders who would cherish
a similar program for Americal

Wae know full well thot o tricmphent foscism in Amer-
ica would doom the clrsody sppresssd Negro peopls to the
horribls iote of the Jewish minority in Naxi Cermaony. We
will realst with all our powsr svery step token in that di-
rection] J

‘As Negro Americans, we cannot be unmindful that this
 proposal to outlaw the Communist Party tomes precisely when
our federal povernment professes grave concern over the demo-
 eratic rights of peoples in far-distant parts of the world, but is
il‘trln:e!y- apathetic about the mounting attacks upon the eco-
nomle and political rights—indeed, the very lives—ol the Negro
people of the Unlted States. This fact aggravates our concern.
We call upon the President and Congress promptly to enact
legislation to guarantee fair employment practices, to abolish
poll tax and other barriers o [ree elections. to outlaw lynching,
and to establish s national code of civil rights. This program,
we submit, is far more conzistent with the democratic ldeals
and aspirations of the American people than. the fascist-]jke
proposal to lllegalize the Communist Party.
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