Petition

TO GOVERHOR EARL WARREN OF CALIFORNIA

We, citizens of the United States, call vour attention o
the Sleepy Lagoon caze and pelition vou o free the seventeen
boy victima of thalt ecase, gixtecn of them Mexicans, who are now
gerving aentences in prison, three for life, nine for five yveara to
life, and five for six montha to one year—Tfor alleged assault and
for the suppoded murder of one man.

Theae boya are innocent, The conrt records of the trial contain
no evidence o prove them guilty, The defenae attorneya state
that there iz ne basis Tor the conviction,

They were found guilty because they are Mexicans, Anti-Mexi-
can prejudice and hyateria prevailed in the court room, in the presa
and moat shockingly in an official report submitted to the Grand
Jury by Ed Duran Ayres of the Bheriff's Office of Loa Angelea,
Thia report, remarkable in ita oneneas with Hitler's dectrine of
race superiority, atates that there is a “biological bagia™ for crime
in Mexican vouth and that they should be punished collectivaly.

The way was paved for the Slecpy Lagoon case by the ereation
of a “soclt-snil erime wave” by the defeatiat press and other agen-
ciea interested in playing Hitler's game, The Bleepy Lagoon cage
in turn prepared the way for the later outhreaks of violence in
Los Angeles, Beaumont, Detroit, and other parta of our country;
outbreaka which in the words of President Roosewvelt, “endanger
our national unily and comfors our enemy™,

The 2leepy Lagoon ease, to our shame, bas become known
threuphout all Spanish-apeaking couniries. Theouzands of people
here and abroad feel, and rvieghtly 2o, that these bovs were the
vietims of anti-Mexican prejudice. The imprizonment of the seven-
teen vouths iz an injualice o more than themselves, ILis an injury
to the reputation of our eplive countey as a “good neighbor',. I s
an injury to the internal unity of cur country. It is a blot upon the
gtate which sanctions or perpetuates such an injuatice. [t helpa
Hitler,

It iz within vour power to end this dangerous aitnation at once
by releazing theae zeventesn boya. Appeals are now pending in the
courts, but appeals will take time. The boys have already apent
over one vear in prigon. Tomoerrow or next vear it may be {oo late
to unds the mizchied cavzed by their conviction. For internal and
international unity, as & blow against the Axia, and aa a guarantee
that race hatred and anti-democracy are heing expunged from
thiz naticn, we urge that you act at once.

FREE THE VICTIMS OF THE SLEEPY LAGODN CASE

{Pleaze sign the enclosed card signifying your endorsement
of this petition)



PROGRAM OF ACTION

Becaguse of the immediate nativnal and inter-
national importance of the Sleepy Lapoon Case,
it 13 eszential that every American give it his
support.

You can do thiz by:

L. retting overy member of your organi-
zation and overy [riend (o sirn the
Petition fo Governor Warren flor the
releaze of the Sleepy Lapoon defend-
anta. Bend to our office for ag many
copies of the Peiition gz vou can use,

2. Ordering copies of our pamphlet, THE
SLEEPY LAGOON CARE for distribp.
Liovn among the members of vour organ-
izalion and your friends. Copies sell for
e per single copy; 84 per 100 and 330
per L1000,

3. Contribuiing a: much 23 you can and gu
quickly ag vou can. Thousands of dol-
larg are immediately nesded fo Turther
thiz petition tno the Governor and o sup-
port the appeals for reversal of the con-
vietion, now pending in courk.

SLEEPY LAGOON DEFEMSE COMMITTEE

208 South Spring Stroct — MUtual 4964
Loz Angeles 12, Califormia

TE TR T e

e T s

SLEEPY LAGCOON DEFENSE COMMITTEE
P06 So, Spring Sfrecr — MUus! 4944 — Los Angeles 13, Calif.

[Dear Friend:

We urge vou Lo read the petition on the inzide
of this page and ithe pamphlet encloged.

We know that afier yvou have done ao, you will
ivin with thousands of other Americans in zigning
the appeal.

Your action will help guarantee that terror
arainst Mexicang, Negroea, Jews, or other minori-
tiez will not be tolerated by the overwhelming
majorily of lhe win-the-war people of this
CoUniry.

Please aign the encloged card and return it to
ot office 23 quickly as you can.

May we also call your atleniion to the program
af zetion om the back.

Sincerely yvourd,

Getisee,
@igma@:m@
Ar A A

For the Committse



SPONSORS

(Partis] Liz%)

Exy Allan
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Harry Ersdgix
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Jahm Sahoo
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Prok. F. O Matthisaoen

Harvard Undwersity
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Orgmnizsticrs listed for Iccntification ondy.




