Charlotta Bass Celebration

On the occasion of the publication of her book

“EORTY -YEARS”
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SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 1960 — 2:00 P.M,

ALEXANDERIA HOTEL
Fifth and Spring Streets
Los Angeles, California

Auspices:  Charlotta Bari Beok Cowminitiee
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Commitiee Co-Chairmen:

REVY. STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN — MRS. PERCY BUCK

MASTER O CEREMOMNIES . . ... ... .. Mr. Ben Mﬂl'gnlia
REVIEW OF “"FORTY YEARS" . . . Mrs. Ruby Berkley Goodwin
COMMENTS ON "FORTY YEARS” . . . .. [r. Sanford Goldner

GREETINGS

Rev. J. Mansfield Collins
Mr. William Lawrence
Mrs. Idell A. Bateman
Mr, Herbert Simmons

Mrs, Sadie Daroshkin
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ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM. ..

Mr. Arthur Lee Simpkins

Mrs. Catherine Fowlkes
Children’s Dramatic Group

Mrs. Minnie Albritton Hampton



SECHTY YEARS™

By My, Chariotta A, Baii

FORTY YEARS, in the life of man or in the life of a city, are a
significant segment of time — long enough to hammer out a new dcstin}r or
to turn history in 2 new direction.

IN CHARLOTTA BASS' forty years in Los Angeles, such fateful
changes have taken place; and now we have her written record of these years,
to inform us, to inspire us, to illuminate new pathways ahead.

WHEN CHARLOTTA BASS first rame to Los Angeles it was a town
just emerging {rom villagehood. In it all the backward prejudices flourished.
The Megro peaple were subject to decp diserimination and humiliation, in jobs,
in housing, in the general civil and social freedoms, and in the daily toil and
terror of attempting to live in dignity and selfrespect. Los Angeles was an
open shop town, with vielence, and frame-up against leaders and organizat-
ions of workers. Mexican-American and other minority groups were regarded
as second-class citizens.



IN THOSE [DAYS every struggle for the rights of the oppressed and
the underprivileged was a pioncer struggle, And the pages of Charlotta Bass'
life, and those of her paper, The California Eagle, are bright with a succes-
sion of pioncer struggles; the fight to beat jim crow in public and private em-
ployment, the fight for desegregated housing and schools, the fight against
police brutality. And with these her glimpse of the higher horizons, the need
for legislation, on a local, state and national level; the need for education, of
the white folk, of her own folk, as to the rich cultural heritage and resistance.
struggles of the Negro people.

HER WRITTEM STORY, "FORTY YEARS" is the record of these
struggles, emerging through her own life and that of her paper, as these be-
came # symbol throughout the land of her people’s heroism, and throughout
the world as a symbol of peace and fricndship among all the nations and all
the peoples.

AND WHEN SHE CAME to write of her "FORTY YEARS", the
boundary lines of her story extended back into the neglected history of her
people as first scttlers in the Los Angeles community; and they extended out-
wards to the American and world communitics in which the story of her peo-
ple’s struggles is daily being written. And her chronicle of the past and jresent
has become a declaration of great unfinished tasks still on the agenda before
us.

WE REJOICE THAT Charlotta Bass has been given strength and
years in which to bring us the wonderful record contained in her volume . . .
"FORTY YEARS”. We rejoice that she has been among us as our neighbor
and friend. We share in the opportunity to bring knowledge of her volume
to people everywhere in the furthest reaches of our land., We express to
her our wish that her life and work may go on undiminished through many
more blessed and rewarding years,






